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533 May 28, 1897 

Officially reported death rate for the last week per 1,000 (estimated on a popu- 
lation of 821,764) 51.69 

Same for corresponding week last year 41.38 

Mean for corresponding week previous five years 37.01 

Number of births reported last week 81 

Number of births for corresponding week last year 275 

Mean number for corresponding week previous five years 261 

S. COMFOET, 

United States Conml. 

Remarks on the official summary of deaths and hirths in the city of Bombay 
for the week ended April 27, 1897. 

Bombay, April 29, 1897. 

Sib : The figures this week show a continued improvement over those 
of the previous week. There is a reduction of death rate per 1,000 per 
annum based on the estimate that one-half the population is present in 
the city, of from 103.38 for the week ended April 20, to 81.24 for the 
week under report. 

Population according to census of 1891 821,764 

Present population, for the purpose of this report, estimated one-half the 

above 410,882 

Total number of deaths reported for the week 671 

Total number of deaths for corresponding week last year 623 

Mean number of deaths corresponding weeks, previous five years 625 

Allowing that one-half the population has left the city, the proportionate num- 
ber of deaths based on the mean of previous five years would be 313 

Number of deaths last week that may be attributed to plague 358 

Average per day from plague 51 

Number of deaths from plague ofiicially reported for week 195 

Average per day 28 

Probable average number of deaths per day from plague reported as having 
died of other diseases 23 

51 
Ofiicially reported death rate for the last week per 1,000 (estimated on a 

population of 821,764) 40.62 

Same for corresponding week last year 37. 77 

Mean number for corresponding week previous five years 37. 84 

The actual death rate per 1,000 per annum for last week was about double the 

rate reported, or say 81.24 

Number of births reported last week 117 

Number for corresponding week last year 285 

Mean number for corresponding week previous five years 263 

S. Comfort, 
United States Consul. 

RUSSIA. 
Measures to exclude the Indian plague from Russia. 

St. Peteesbueg, February 15, 1897. 

The Trade and Manufactures Gazette of St. Petersburg publishes the 
new measures, as ofScially announced by the sanitary commission, to 
prevent the introduction of the plague existing in India into Eussia. 

At the meetings held by the sanitary commission on the 5th and 9th 
of February, the measures and regulations adopted and confirmed in 
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1893 and 1894 against bringing the plague through land or sea frontiers 
into the Russian Empire were approved and the following measures 
added : 

1. To send an expedition of medical men to India to investigate the 
causes and effects of the plague, its first appearance, and increase. 

2. To prohibit for this year the pilgrimages of Russian Mussulmans 
to Mecca or to the other places where the Shiites are wont to resort for 
devotional purposes ; to forbid, also, the Russian Christians visiting the 
holy places of the East. 

3. To prepare and have ready a sufficient quantity of Dr. Yersin's 
antiplague whey. 

4. To send to localities offering unusual facilities for the introduc- 
tion of the plague special delegates of the commission, who shall have 
at their disposal a staff of doctors, officers, and civil servants, for the 
purpose of aiding the local authorities in the execution of the measures 
recommended by the commission. 

5. To publish in the Government Messenger all reliable news regard- 
ing the course of the plague epidemic and all information relating to 
any further action taken or measures adopted by the commission. 

The same paper reports that in accordance with the above regula- 
tions the sanitary commission received a communication to the effect 
that the Russian consul-general at Khorassan had telegraphed the 
governor of Transcaspian Territory that several Indians, who had come 
to Afghanistan, died in Kandahar last December of bubonic plague. 
Governor-General Kuropatkin, believing this report probable, at once 
took steps for the formation of a military cordon on the Afghan fron- 
tier, and ordered that travelers and merchandise should only be 
admitted through Takhtabazar, where a medical observation station 
had been established. The governor-general of Turkestan, on account 
of this report, ordered the complete closing of the Bokhara- Afghan 
frontier. 

Information was received later that the Persian Government had 
closed its frontier toward Afghanistan and that the Afghan Govern- 
ment has suspended all traffic to and from India, that guardhouses have 
been placed at certain points on the roads to Pashawera and Kwetta, 
that no cases of plague have occurred in other places in Afghanistan 
than at Kandahar, and that no increase of mortality has been noticed. 

So far the Russian Minister of Finance has granted a credit of 100,000 
rubles to defray the cost of the sanitary precautions to be taken to pre- 
vent the introduction of the plague into the Russian Empire. 

John Kaeel, 
United States Consul- General. 

Statistical reports. 

Africa — Mozambique. — Month of February, 1897. Estimated popu- 
lation, 10,000. Total deaths, 9. 

AtrsTKiA-HuNGAEY—JSM<?«tpesi.— Month of January, 1897. Estimated 
population, 640,000. Total deaths, 1,118, including diphtheria, 2; 
measles, 4, and typhus fever, 1. 

Canada — Ontario — iZamiZtoM.— Month of April, 1897. Estimated pop- 
ulation, 50,000. Total deaths, 63, including phthisis pulmonalis, 5. 



